
  

Silence 
Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law 

 

 

O!1 

 

“Silence breaks into rapture. Be neither man nor woman, but both in one. 

 

Be silent, babe in the egg of blue, that thou mayest grow to bear the lance 

and the graal! 

 

Wander alone, and sing! In the King’s palace his daughter awaits thee. 2” 

 

 

 

 

 

The article addresses Silence, in the Thelemic context, particularly in the Gnostic Mass, 

using quotes from Crowley’s various writings. Silence comes in many aspects, with many 

levels of meaning, which this article will attempt to address.  

The name overtly represents the silent presence and contemplation within the temple, and 

more intimately within ourselves, drawing attention to what that silence actually means, what 

it is, where it leads, what activates it and what that activation creates.   

                                                             

1
 This chapter in Liber 333 begins by the letter O, followed by a mark of exclamation; its reference to the theogony of "Liber 

Legis" is explained in the note, but it also refers to KTEIS PHALLOS and SPERMA, and is the exclamation of wonder or 
ecstasy, which is the ultimate nature of things. 
NOTE: (1) Silence. Nuit, O; Hadit; Ra-Hoor-Khuit; I. 

 
2 ATU O, The Book of Thoth 



  

We should also note that the Priestess, after she goes beyond the veil in the temple, 

remains in Silence upon the veil being reopened by the Priest. Understanding this is useful 

in focusing the congregation’s attention in the direction of silence. Why is she silent from that 

point on? How does the Speech of the Priest interact with the Silence of the Priestess and 

what does that produce? 

We are also given guidance in the Book of Thoth on assimilating contradictions, which is a 

very useful tool in understanding the many complex and seemingly contradictory concepts 

Thelemic contemplation raises in our material mind;  

“One must constantly keep in mind the bivalence of every symbol. Insistence upon either 
one or other of the contradictory attributions inherent in a symbol is simply a mark of 
spiritual incapacity; and it is constantly happening, because of prejudice. It is the simplest 
test of initiation that every symbol is understood instinctively to contain this contradictory 
meaning in itself. Mark well the passage in The Vision and the Voice, page 136:  
 

‘It is shown me that this heart is the heart that rejoiceth, and the serpent is 
the serpent of Da’ath, for herein all the symbols are interchangeable, for 
each one containeth in itself its own opposite. And this is the great Mystery 
of the Supernals that are beyond the Abyss. For below the Abyss, 
contradiction is division; but above the Abyss, contradiction is Unity. And 
there could be nothing true except by virtue of the contradiction that is 
contained in itself.’  
 

It is characteristic of all high spiritual vision that the formulation of any idea is immediately 

destroyed or cancelled out by the arising of the contradictory.” 

 

Silence is reflective of the symbolism and nature of the Mass. The name invokes Silence in 

the Temple, which is a depiction of the reverence that a holy place conjures in the 

congregation. In this way the practice of silent contemplation in preparing your personal 

temple is promoted by one of the Saints, Spanish mystic and Catholic heretic, Miguel de 

Molinos, proponent of the interior silence of Quietism, in his treatise ‘The Spiritual Guide’, 

accepted as a foundational practice for Aspirants.  

“Seek silence in the midst of the tumult, seek solitude in the masses, light in the midst of 
darkness; find forgetfulness in injury, victory in the midst of despondence, and courage in the 
midst of alarm, resistance in the midst of temptation, peace in the midst of war.”  

Miquel de Molinos, Spiritual Guide 
 
Prefiguring Molinos, Hermeticism has ancient and foundational commentary on the nature of 
silence drawing itself upon the Pythagoreans and Platonists. This is discussed in depth in 
Gregory Shaw’s paper ‘Taking the Shape of the Gods: A Theurgic Reading of Hermetic 
rebirth” in which we read;  
 
 “Thus, Hermes sings the cosmogonic hymn only by remaining silent, which is to say, by 
remaining utterly receptive, as the cosmogonic chôra of the Timaeus is receptive to the 
Forms and births them from her womb. The theurgist and Hermetist reach the primal silence 
of the One only by receiving and uniting with its creative energeias: chanting out the sounds 
that cosmogonically proceed from it. Hermetic initiates are revealed as lords of 
cosmogenesis, the ‘lords of citizens in every place,’ yet they remain hidden. They take on 
‘the shape of the gods,’ yet remain mortal, ‘holding our natural place in the cosmos.’ Hermes 
tells his son ‘sing while you are silent.’ The secret remains hidden by being revealed. The 
way of Hermes is the way of immortality concealed and revealed in our mortal existence.” 



  

 

The Mass itself contains great magick and magical teachings. The magick of the Silence and 

its interaction with Speech in the Mass is importantly representative in the Consummation of 

the Elements. In relation to this aspect Liber 333, Chapter 69, tells us, “… for the Great Work 

is accomplished in Silence.” This meaning of this is progressively revealed to initiates.   

The numerous references to and discussion on Silence in the writings of Aleister Crowley 
provides fertile ground for the congregation to investigate the meaning of Silence and how it 
is manifest in the Mass.  
 
In the Holy Books we are reminded of how the work should be done; 
 
“I am He. Speak not, O my God! Let the work be accomplished in silence.” Liber VII: I 7. 
  
… and 
 
“By silence and by speech do I worship Thee.” Liber VII: VI 33 
 
The whereabouts and nature of that silence is indicated with; 

 
“0. A, the heart of IAO, dwelleth in ecstasy in the secret place of the thunders. Between Asar 
and Asi he abideth in joy.  
1.  The lightnings increased and the Lord Tahuti stood forth. The Voice came from the 
Silence.”    Liber CCXXXI 
  
From the Book of Thoth we have the following words from two trumps, in addition to that 
quoted above under the title, in relation to the importance of Silence:  
 
Atu VI.  

“The Oracle of the Gods is the Child-Voice of Love in Thine own Soul; hear 
thou it.  
Heed not the Siren-Voice of Sense, or the Phantom- Voice of Reason: rest 
in Simplicity, and listen to the Silence.”  

 
Atu XIX.  

“Give forth thy light to all without doubt;  
the clouds and shadows are no matter for thee.  
Make Speech and Silence, Energy and Stillness,  
twin forms of thy play. “ 

 
The nature of Harpocrates is also there to be investigated, as is the nature of the dragon. 

From the discussion in the Book of Thoth on Hoor-Pa-Kraat and his relation to silence the 

following extracts are especially relevant to the development of the individual.  

 “Harpocrates is the God of Silence; and this silence has a very special meaning. The first is 
Kether, the pure Being invented as an aspect of pure Nothing. In his manifestation, he is not 
One, but Two; he is only One because he is 0. He exists; Eheieh, his divine name, which 
signifies “I Am” or “I shall Be”, is merely another way of saying that he Is Not; because One 
leads to nowhere, which is where it came from. So the only possible manifestation is in Two, 
and that manifestation must be in silence, because the number 3, the number of Binah-
Understanding-has not yet been formulated. In other words, there is no Mother. All one has 
is the impulse of this manifestation; and that must take place in silence. That is to say, there 



  

is as yet no more than the impulse, which is unformulated; it is only when it is interpreted 
that it becomes the Word, the Logos.  
 
Now consider the traditional form of Harpocrates. He is a babe, that is to say, innocent, and 
not yet arrived at puberty; a simpler form of Parsifal, … But, on the other hand, his thumb is 
either against his lower lip or in his mouth; which it is, one cannot say. There is here a 
quarrel between two schools of thought; if he is pushing up his lower lip, he emphasises 
silence as silence; if his thumb is in his mouth, it emphasizes the doctrine of Eheieh: “I shall 
Be”. Yet in the end these doctrines are identical.  
 
… The symbol of Harpocrates itself tends to be purely philosophical. He is also the mystical 
absorption of the work of creation; the Hé final of Tetragrammaton. Harpocrates is, in fact, 
the passive side of his twin, Horus. Yet at the same time he is a very fully-fledged symbol of 
this idea, which is wind, which is air, the impregnation of the Mother Goddess. He is immune 
from all attack because of his innocence; for in this innocence is perfect silence, which is the 
essence of virility. “ 
 
In relation to the concept of Pan, All, the Book of Thoth has the following to say on All and 
the dissolution of All with a hint to our secret self in Samael, Sol Niger, our black angel; 
 
“There is, however, an identity between the creator and the destroyer. In Indian mythology, 
Shiva fulfils both functions. In Greek mythology, the god Pan is addressed “Pamphage, 
Pangenetor”, all-devourer, all-begetter. (Note that the numerical value of the word Pan is 
131, as is that of Samael, the Hebrew destroying angel.) “ 

The Book of Thoth 

… and in that contradiction in order to find that secret self we are told; 

 “There is splendour in my name hidden and glorious, as the sun of midnight is ever the son. 
“ Liber CCXX III: 74 

… wherein we are alone; 

 “I am alone: there is no God where I am.” Liber CCXX II: 23 
 
This annihilating path to that self is again reflected in the Mass;  
 

“Oh lion and oh serpent that destroy the destroyer be mighty among us. “ Liber XV 
 

“The Fool is also, evidently, an aspect of Pan; but this idea is shewn in his fullest 
development by Atu XV, whose letter is the semi-vowel A’ain, cognate with Aleph.”  The 
Book of Thoth 
 
In relation to that Atu we read;  
 
“On the Tree of Life, Atu XIII and XV are symmetrically placed; they lead from Tiphereth, the 
human consciousness, to the spheres in which Thought (on the one hand) and Bliss (on the 
other) are developed. Between them, Atu XIV leads similarly to the sphere which formulates 
Existence.  
 
These three cards may therefore be summed up as a hieroglyph of the processes by which 
idea manifests form.’ The Book of Thoth 

 



  

Now, in looking at these cards we see that Atu XV, The Devil, is the path of Aiyin, O, eye, 
and therefore a horizontal vesica piscis. When we look at Atu XIII, Nun, N, we see the fish, 
the vertical vesica piscis. When looked in an averse manner, ascending the Tree of Life, 
these two vesica piscis join to create a cross in Tiphereth, ON. Atu XIV, Samekh, props up 
this cross and shoots into these eyes, these vesicae piscis, the arrow of Sagittarius. When 
descending the Tree, these three paths formulate existence, however when ascending the 
tree these paths join in Tiphereth thereby nullifying existence with the aid of this arrow. This 
Sagittarian arrow into the eyes of the cross through the secret door, blinds, creates 
darkness, destroys All, causing Silence wherein is the midnight son, the secret self.  
 
In that darkness and silence though, is that still small voice. 
 
LIBER 333, The Book of Lies, also has many additional references to Silence throughout 
which have keys to understanding the concept of Silence to be investigated by members of 
the congregation.  
 
This extract from Chapter 9 THE BRANKS is explained in the commentary making a point on 
the Aum and Hriliu of the Mass; 
. 
   “The Article also marketh Division; but the Interjection is the sound that endeth in the 
Silence. 
    Destroy therefore the Eight Parts of Speech; the Ninth is nigh unto Truth. 
    This also must be destroyed before thou enterest into The Silence. 
    Aum.” 
                                 
                         COMMENTARY  
 
   “The chapter is formally an attack upon the parts of speech, the interjection, the 
meaningless utterance of ecstasy, being the only thing worth saying; yet even this is to be 
regarded as a lapse. ‘Aum’ represents the entering into the silence, as will be observed upon 
pronouncing it.” 

 
This extract from Chapter 10 WINDLESTRAWS draws attention to the contradictions and an 
understanding of them; 
 
    Truth! Truth! Truth! crieth the Lord of the Abyss of Hallucinations. 
    There is no silence in that Abyss: for all that men call Silence is Its Speech. 
    This Abyss is also called "Hell", and "The Many". 
    Its name is "Consciousness", and "The Universe", among men. 
    But THAT which neither is silent, nor speaks, rejoices therein. 
 
This extract from Chapter 18 DEWDROPS draws attention to the magick of the Mass; 
 
    In the silence of a dewdrop is every tendency of his soul, and of his mind, and of his body; 
it is the Quintessence and the Elixir of his being.   
 
This extract from Chapter 24 THE HAWK AND THE BLINDWORM again draws attention to 
Silence and to nature of the ‘hriliu’, ‘the meaningless utterance of ecstasy, being the only 
thing worth saying’, in the Mass; 
 
    Language was made for men to eat and drink, make love, do barter, die.  The wealth of a 
language consists in its Abstracts; the poorest tongues have wealth of Concretes. 
    Therefore have Adepts praised silence; at least it does not mislead as speech does. 
    Also, Speech is a symptom of Thought. 
    Yet, silence is but the negative side of Truth; the positive side is beyond even silence. 



  

    Nevertheless, One True God crieth hriliu! 
    And the laughter of the Death-rattle is akin. 
 
Further, in Liber 418, in The Cry of the 5th Aethyr, we have the concept of Silence tied to 
Nephthys, the sister of Isis, Nature. Nephthys is described as perfection, but dark and 
feared, appearing at the end of the glory of Isis, when we shall know Nephthys, our secret 
self, in silence, through the secret door!  
 
“And he sayeth: Is not life a long initiation unto sorrow? And is not Isis the Lady of Sorrow? 
And she is my mother. Nature is her name, and she hath a twin sister Nephthys, whose 
name is Perfection. And Isis must be known of all, but of how few is Nephthys known! 
Because she is dark, therefore is she feared. 
 
But thou who hast adored her without fear, who hast made thy life an initiation into her 
Mystery, thou that hast neither mother nor father, nor sister nor brother, nor wife nor child, 
who  hast made thyself lonely as the hermit crab that is in the waters of the Great Sea, 
behold! when the sistrons are shaken, and the trumpets blare forth the glory of Isis, at the 
end thereof there is silence, and thou shalt commune with Nephthys.” 
 
In The Book of the Law, Silence appears as Ra-Hoor-Khuit as that Lord of Silence;  

“I am the Hawk-Headed Lord of Silence and of Strength; my nemyss shrouds the night-blue 
sky.” Liber CCXX III: 70 

… and in Liber LXV; 

“Yet all the while Thou wast hidden therein, as the Lord of Silence is hidden in the buds of 
the lotus.” Liber LXV: III 29   

In Little Essays Towards Truth, the essay on Silence is particularly relevant for the 
congregation to study its keys:  

“Of all the Magical and Mystical Virtues, of all the Graces of the Soul, of all the Attainments 
of the Spirit, none has been so misunderstood, even when at all apprehended, as Silence. 

… it may be said that to think of it at all is in itself an error; for its nature is Pure Being, that is 
to say, Nothing, so that it is beyond all intellection or intuition. Thus then the utmost of our 
Essay can be only a certain Wardenship, as it were a Tyling of the Lodge wherein the 
Mystery of Silence may be consummated. 

For this attitude there is sound traditional authority; for Harpocrates, God of Silence, is called 
"The Lord of Defence and Protection." 

But His nature is by no means that negative and passive silence which the word commonly 
connotes; for He is the All-Wandering Spirit; the Pure and Perfect Knight-Errant, who 
answers all Enigmas, and opens the Closed Portal of the King's Daughter. But Silence in the 
vulgar sense is not the answer to the Riddle of the Sphinx; it is that which is created by that 
answer. For Silence is the Equilibrium of Perfection; so that Harpocrates is the omniform, the 
universal Key to every Mystery soever. The Sphinx is the "Puzzel or Pucelle," the Feminine 
Idea to which there is only one complement, always different in form, and always identical in 
essence. This is the signification of the Gesture of the God; it is shewn more clearly in His 
adult form as the Fool of the Tarot and as Bacchus Diphues, and without equivocation when 
He appears as Baphomet. 



  

When we inquire more closely into His symbolism, the first quality which engages our 
attention is doubtless His innocence. … The Fourth Power of the Sphinx is Silence; to us 
then who aspire to this power as the crown of our Work, it will be of utmost value to attain 
His innocence in all its fullness. … This state is, in fact, a necessary condition of any proper 
contemplation of what we are accustomed to consider the first task of the Aspirant, the 
solution of the question, "What is my True Will?" ... 

This is the true idea of Silence; it is our Will which issues, perfectly elastic, sublimely 
Protean, to fill every interstice of the Universe of Manifestation which it meets in its course. 
There is no gulf too great for its immeasurable strength, no strait too arduous for its 
imperturbable subtlety. It fits itself with perfect precision to every need; its fluidity is the 
warrant of its fidelity. Its form is always varied by that of the particular imperfection which it 
encounters: its essence is identical in every event. And always the effect of its action is 
Perfection, that is, Silence; and this Perfection is ever the same, being perfect, yet ever 
different, because each case presents its own peculiar quantity and quality. 

It is impossible for inspiration itself to sound a dithyramb of Silence; for each new aspect of 
Harpocrates is worthy of the music of the Universe throughout Eternity. ... 

I praise the luxuriant Rapture of Innocence, the virile and pantomorphous Ecstasy of all-
Fulfilment; I praise the Crowned and Conquering Child whose name is Force and Fire, 
whose subtlety and strength make sure serenity, whose Energy and Endurance accomplish 
the Attainment of the Virgin of the Absolute; who, being manifested, is the Player upon the 
sevenfold pipe, the Great God Pan, and, being withdrawn into the Perfection that he willed, 
is Silence.”  

Liber Aleph also has some key points to make on Silence as one of the powers of the Sphinx 

and of the nature of your dragon:  

DE DRACONE, QUAE EST AQUILA, SERPENS, SCORPION. 

“Threefold is the Nature of Life, Eagle, Serpent, and Scorpion. And of these the Scorpion is 
he that, having no Lion of Light and of Courage within him, seemeth to himself encircled by 
Fire, and, driving his Sting into himself, he dieth. Such are the Black Brothers that cry: I am I; 
they hath deny Love, restricting it to their own Nature. But the Serpent is the secret Nature of 
Man that is Life and Death, and maketh his Way through the Generations in Silence. And the 
Eagle is that Might of Live which is the Key of Magick, uplifting the Body and its 
Appurtenance unto high Ekstacy upon his Wings. It is by Virtue thereof that the Sphinx 
beholdeth the Sun unwinking, and confronteth the Pyramid without Shame. Our Dragon, 
therefore, combining the Natures of the Eagle and the Serpent, is our Love, the Organ of our 
Will, by whose Virtue we perform the Work and Miracle of the One Substance, as saith thine 
Ancestor Hermes Trismegistus, in his Tablet of Smaragda. And this Dragon is called thy 
Silence, because in the Hour of his Operation that within thee which saith "I" is abolished in 
its Conjunction with the Beloved. For this Cause also is its Letter Nun, which in our Rota is 
the Trump Death; and Nun hath the value of Fifty, the Number of the Gates of 
Understanding. 

PROLEGOMENA DE SILENTIO. 

But now concerning Silence, o my Son, I will have a further Word with thee. For thereby we 
mean not the Muteness of him that hath a dumb Devil. This Silence is the Dragon of thine 
unconscious Nature, not only the Ekstacy or Death of thine Ego in the Operation of its 
Organ, but also, in its Unity with thy Lion, the Truth of thy Self. Thus is thy Silence the Way 
of the Tao, and all Speech a deviation thereform. This Lion and Dragon are therefore of thy 



  

Self, and the Man and the Bull the Feminine Counterparts thereof, being the Grace of Our 
Lady BABALON that She bestoweth upon thee in thine Adultery with Her. They are then as a 
Vesture of Honour, and a Reward, that are won by the Intensity of thy Light and of thy Love. 
So properly we esteem Men by the Measure of their Intelligence and their Strength, since 
they are equal in their essential Godhead, so far as concerneth the Quality thereof. See thou 
closely moreover into it, that if thou be well favoured of Our Lady, thy Lion and thy Dragon 
grow in like Measure, for the Excess of the Feminine is Dead Weight. The Intellectual 
without Virility is a Dreamer of Follies, and the laborious Giant without Courage is a Slave. 

DE NATURA SILENTII NOSTRI. 

The Nature of this Silence is shewn also by the God Harprocrates, the Babe in the Lotus, 
who is also the Serpent and the Egg that is, the Holy Ghost. This is the most secret of all 
Energies, the Seed of all being, and therefore must He be sealed up in an Ark from the 
Malice of the Devourers. If then by thine Art thou canst conceal thyself in thine own Nature, 
this is Silence, this, and not Nullity of Consciousness else were a Stone more perfect in 
Adeptship than thou. But, abiding in thy Silence, thou art in a City of Refuge, and the Waters 
prevail not against the Lotus that enfoldeth thee. This Ark or Lotus is then the Body of Our 
Lady BABALON, without which thou weret the Prey of Nile and of the Crocodiles that are 
therein. Now, o my Son, mark thou well this that I will write for thine Advertisement and 
Behoof, that this Silence, though it be Perfection of Delight, is but the Gestation of thy Lion, 
and in thy Season thou must dare, and come forth to the Battle. Else, were not this Practice 
of Silence akin to the Formula of Separateness of the black Brothers?” 

Crowley’s discussion on the Sphinx continues in Chapter 152 of Liber Aleph tying Silence to 
Love: 

"This then is the Adept, who doth Will with solid Energy as the Bull, doth Dare with fierce 
Courage as the Lion, doth Know with swift Intelligence as the Man, and doth Keep Silence 
with soaring Subtlety as the Eagle or Dragon. Moreover, this Sphinx is an Eidolon of the 
Law, for the Bull is Life, the Lion is Light, the Man is Liberty, the Serpent is Love." 
 
Delving deeper into where the concept of Silence leads, in “John St. John” we see Crowley, 

in his formulating of a self-initiation form of the Neophyte Ritual, provide clues to the nature 
of Silence, its relationship to Speech, the identities of each, and the result of their interplay. 
On page 39, "He is installed in the Throne of the Double Kingdom, and he wields the Wand 
of Double Power by the signs of the Grade." Crowley is referring to Horus, The Enterer, and 

Hoor-pa-kraat, as these represent Speech and Silence. Leading up to this he states from 
pages 35 onwards: 
 
“There are two forces; that of Death and that of Natural Life. Death begins the Operation by 
a knock, to which Life answers. Then Death, banishing all forces external to the operation, 
declares the Speech in the Silence. Both officers … invoke the Divine Word, and then Death 
slays with the knife, and embalms with the oil, his sister Life. Life, thus prepared, invokes, at 
the summons of Death, the forces necessary to the Operation. The Word takes its station in 
the East and the officers salute it both by speech and silence in their signs; and they 
pronounce the secret Word of power that riseth from the Silence and returneth thereunto. All 
this they affirm; and in affirming the triangular base of the Pyramid, find that they have 
mysteriously affirmed the Apex thereof whose name is Ecstasy.” 

 
Later, in reiterating the interplay between Speech and Silence, he refers to; “… the Word 
that vibrateth from the Silence to the Speech, and from the Speech again unto the Silence.”  
In further analysing the nature of the Twins, their relationship and what lies between them 
we can look at the following clues: In Liber CCXX:  



  

 
“34. The half of the word of Heru-ra-ha, called Hoor-pa-kraat and Ra-Hoor-Khut.”  

and,  
“71. Hail! ye twin warriors about the pillars of the world! for your time is nigh at hand.  
72. I am the Lord of the Double Wand of Power; the wand of the Force of Coph Nia—but my 
left hand is empty, for I have crushed an Universe; and nought remains.”  

We note that the Double Wand is the Caduceus of Hermes. 
 
In The Book of the Law, delivered by Aiwaz, the “Minister of Silence”, Silence appears with 
the “Lord of Silence and of Strength”;  
 
“I am the Hawk-Headed Lord of Silence and of Strength; my nemyss shrouds the night-blue 
sky.”  

 

… and also in Liber LXV;  
“Yet all the while Thou wast hidden therein, as the Lord of Silence is hidden in the buds of 
the lotus.”  

 

In Liber ISRAFEL, in a powerful message, we see the identity of Mercury, Hermes, Thoth, 
Tahuti brought into dynamic play from the abode of Silence. Who is he? 
 
“4. I invoke Tahuti, the Lord of Wisdom and of Utterance, the God that cometh forth from the 
Veil. 
5. … Thou who wieldest the Wand of Double Power!  
6. … I am the Charioteer of the East, Lord of the Past and of the Future. I see by mine own 
inward light: Lord of Resurrection; Who cometh forth from the Dusk, and my birth is from the 
House of Death.  
7. O ye two Divine Hawks upon your Pinnacles! …  
12. Therefore do Thou come forth unto me from Thine abode in the Silence: Unutterable 
Wisdom! All-Light! All-Power! Thoth! Hermes! Mercury! Odin! ....  
15. I invoke the priestess of the Silver Star, Asi the Curved One, by the ritual of Silence.  
18. The Speech in the Silence. The Words against the Son of Night. The Voice of Tahuti in 
the Universe in the Presence of the Eternal.  
20. There is an end of the speech; let the Silence of darkness be broken; let it return into the 
silence of light.”  
 
This is again reinforced in dramatic theatre in the Rite of Mercury from The Rites of Eleusis, 
where “Mercury is throned between the Twins” of Speech and Silence and Mercury says; 
 
“MERCURY: The Speech in the Silence. … Majesty of the Godhead, Wisdom-crowned 
Thoth, Lord of the Gates of the Universe: Thee, Thee we invoke! O Thou of the Ibis head: 
Thee, Thee we invoke! Thou who wieldest the Wand of Double Power: Thee, Thee we 
invoke! … Therefore I say unto Thee: come forth unto me from thine abode in the Silence, 
unutterable Wisdom, All-light, All-power! Thoth, Hermes, Mercury, Odin, by whatever name I 
call Thee, Thou art still un-named and nameless to Eternity! Come thou forth, I say, and aid 
and guard me in this Work of Art. 
 
Who is this Mercury coming forth from the abode of Silence? Is it Mercury or someone else 
or becoming someone else? Here he is likened to the Black Sun of the night, Sol Niger, or 
maybe the Son behind the Sun or maybe the Dark Angel or all of these. 
 
Then Virgo later says;  
“VIRGO: Is not Mercury the Sun-God, when hidden during the Night, among the souls of the 
dead? Hail unto Thee, Trismegistus, Hail unto thee! … Hail unto Mercury.  
Virgo continues with this beautiful image of Mercury’s actions;  



  

“He killeth Sol at the close of every Twilight, and hangeth up the sky of Night on the Tree of 
Heaven, fastened up with the Star-headed nails.” 
 

So Mercury kills Sol and comes forth, and he raises the night up to heaven and keeps it 
there by the Stars (suns - vau) pinned with the aid of the nails of the Hierophant (vau again). 
 
Who are the Stars? We know each of us is a star; “Every Man and Every Woman is a Star.”1  

In the Book of Lies, LIBER CCCXXXIII cap.2, “The Cry of the Hawk” we see that;  
 
“Hoor hath a secret fourfold name: it is Do What Thou Wilt.  
Four Words: Naught—One—Many—All. …  
That Mine as Thine be the Crown of the Kingdom, even now.  
ABRAHADABRA.  
These ten words are four, the Name of the One.” 

 
In the Commentary we read;  
 
“The ‘Hawk’ referred to is Horus. …  
“Those four words, Do What Thou Wilt, are also identified with the four possible modes of 
conceiving the universe; Horus unites these. …  
“It is now seen that this Hawk is not Solar, but Mercurial; hence the words, the Cry of the 
Hawk, the essential part of Mercury being his Voice; ….  
The essential weapon of Mercury is the Caduceus.”  
 
Mercury or Tahuti is the Double-Wanded One. However, there is a further mystery. We have 
seen earlier how “He is installed in the Throne of the Double Kingdom, and he wields the 
Wand of Double Power.” The Double being composed of Speech and Silence, The Enterer 
and Hoor-pa-kraat. We also know that the word ABRAHADABRA is given as the “Word of 
Double Power.” The Doubles in the word, ABRA and ABRA, being The Enterer and Hoor-pa-
kraat. In the middle we have the destroying and uniting principle, HAD. We know that the 
destroying and uniting principle is about destruction and nullification of duality, spoken above 
as Mercury, and that this destruction is accomplished through the Destroyer, who is 
Apophis/Typhon. 
 
In LIBER CCXX cap. II v.15-16 we read more on a duality uniting principle which is not the 
normally expected Empress and Emperor, but the Empress and the Hierophant, related to 
perfection and nothing;  
 
“15. For I am perfect, being Not; and my number is nine by the fools; but with the just I am 
eight, and one in eight: Which is vital, for I am none indeed. The Empress and the King are 
not of me; for there is a further secret.  
16. I am The Empress and the Hierophant. Thus eleven, as my bride is eleven.” 

 
Who is the Hierophant and what does he represent? A Hierophant is a teacher and an 
Initiator, one who brings to light. How does this fit into our search?  

Under the “General Characters of the Trumps as They Appear in Use” in “The Book of 
Thoth” we read for V, The Hierophant;  
 
“Offer thyself Virgin to the Knowledge and Conversation of Thine Holy Guardian Angel”  

 
Who is the Virgin here? Who is the Bride offering themselves to the Bridegroom?  
Returning to John St. John and the commentary of the self-initiation version of the Neophyte 
Ritual, Crowley says of himself, what must he do to be saved and he provides the following 
answer? 



  

 
“The Question then arises: What shall I do to be saved? The only answer … is that a Ritual 
… should display the Birth of Horus and Slaying of Typhon. Here again Horus and 
Harpocrates … the twins of the twin signs … are the slayers of Typhon. … The Initiator must 
kill him, Osiris; he must rise again as Horus and kill the Initiator, taking his place in the 
ceremony thence to the end.”  
 
So the Speech and the Silence have acted and the Initiator as Tahuti, the Hierophant, has 
come forth from the Silence and has slain Osiris, representative of the swathed and 
mummified dead man, the aspirant, Crowley himself. The dead man, Osiris, has then risen 
as Horus and has slain the Initiator, the Hierophant, Tahuti, Mercury, the Son behind the 
Sun. Remembering that this is a self-initiation, we see that Crowley has slain himself and 
has taken the place of the Initiator and has brought forth his own light from behind the Sun.  
From Liber Pyramidos, having achieved this,  
 
“Life takes Fire from death, and runs whirling amid the Suns.” 

 

To this then we can now answer the questions;  
 
Who art thou? Whence comest thou? Whither goest thou? 

 

 
Of the Four Powers of the Sphinx though; “Tacere” is perhaps the most difficult to Master. It 
means; "To be Silent" (discreet). Pythagoras himself was well aware of the importance of 
this; his new Students were required to take a five year Oath of Silence before progressing 
further.  
 
As “The Temple of Solomon the King” tells us, “He who dares to will, will will to know, and 
knowing will keep silence.”  

 
If this were not enough to convince the unwary, the same reference provides further 
guidance on the futileness that may accompany a disregard for this Power, “for even to such 
as have entered the Supreme Order, there is not way found whereby they may break the 
stillness and communicate to those who have not ceased to hear.” 
 
As stated, Silence implies discretion and the best Magicians are invisible. But Invisibility is a 
topic for another time. 

 

 
 
Drawing again upon Hermeticism and the mystical tradition of Miguel de Molinos through a 
Thelemic prism we have a guide to go into contemplation that you may aspire wholly into the 
presence of Adonai, your Holy Guardian Angel, your Bridegroom, with perfect resignation, 
being in the divine presence, settling in that holy rest and arriving at the true and perfect 
mystical silence, wherein Adonai speaks with the self, communicates himself to it, and in the 
abyss of its own depth teaches it the most perfect and exalted wisdom.  
 
He calls and guides it to this inward solitude and mystical silence, where he will speak to it 
alone, in the most secret and hidden part of the heart. Keep yourself in this mystical silence 
if you would hear that still small voice. Rest in this mystical silence, and open the secret 
door, that Adonai may communicate himself unto you. From the Temple of Solomon the 
King; 
 



  

“The guardian of the Temple is Adonai, he alone holds the key of the Portal, seek it of him, 
for there is none other that can open for thee the door.” 

 

 

Thus in your Temple, you have a deep and intricate concept of Silence ripe for the magical 

ritual and action of the Mass, as well as the reception, through the Law of Light, Love, 

Liberty and Light.  With this and through thoughtful meditation to quiet contemplation, we 

may seek and find that perfection and behold our secret selves, the accomplishment of our 

true wills, the Great Work, the summum bonum, true wisdom and perfect happiness.  

 

 

 

“O silence! O rapture! O end of things visible and invisible! This is all mine, 

who am Not.” 

 

“… For it is as the abyss of the Arcanum that is opened in the secret Place of 

Silence.” 

 

… and finally, 

 

“Let Silence Speech beget!” 2 

 

“Then was there silence. Speech had done with us awhile.”  3 

 

 

 

Love is the law, love under will 

 

                                                             

2 Liber Pyramidos 

3
 Liber LXV    


