
Paradox
Para  - prefix - 

Para- means “next to.” Thus we have words like paramedic,  
paralegal, and paraconscious.

The paraconscious mind lies next to the conscious mind.



The paraconscious can be seen as one’s Path
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Chapter 5
Paraconscious

There’s something hidden here - It’s just part of the Subconscious

This level will not necessarily appear black or dark to everyone. There 
are  a  variety  of  ways  to  examine  this  energy  field  and  level  of 
consciousness.

Notice how the gray cloud at the knee and the bright  corona (halo), 
both of which were first seen back at the astral level, are still present 
at  this  level.  The  corona makes itself  visible at  all  levels.  The gray 
cloud is an example of possible knee problems related to fear whose 
source lies at this paraconscious level … or maybe even higher.
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The Inner Vision

You will  know you’re shifting away from purely mental images into 
paraconscious  perception  when  your  inner  vision  stops  registering 
stable thoughtforms and becomes a flowing scenario.

         
                  Further Disclaimer

This  is a general statement.

The  Author  neither  wishes  to  imply  that 
stable  mental  visions  cannot  move  nor 
that you, while flowing through Netzach, 
will not get stuck. 

Paradox 23 is hereby invoked in order 
to protect our sanity.

In addition to the required  devotion of a Philosopher at  Netzach, 
there is a further task that is appointed at this level.

Oh Yeah?

And just who appointed you to appoint
tasks at any level?

    When I speak of appointed
          tasks, I mean
      to describe what
     the natural process
      has in mind for you,
           if you’re going to make 

                                             any further progress.

         
         In this case, the appointed task 
                is what the Hindus call

                          Pratyahara
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Pratyahara

Pratyahara literally  means  “control  of 
ahara”  (“external  influences”).  It  has 
been  compared  to  a  turtle 
withdrawing  into  its  shell.  The 
turtle's shell is the mind and the 
turtle's  limbs  are  the  senses.  The 
term  is  usually  translated  as 
“withdrawal  from  the  senses,”  but 
there’s more to it than that.

Frater  Perdurabo indicated  that  it  was  “an  examination  of  the 
contents of the mind,” which is true, especially  at  Netzach,  where 
one has to confront the id (the Devil) and dig up all those unpleasant, 
repressed complexes.  Complex is a psychological term. Most of these 
complexes were embedded through the action of some caretaker, peer, 
or mentor, and they are (metaphysically) referred to as demons.

For an accurate translation, why not go directly to the (Hindu) source? 
In English, Sai Baba referred to pratyahara as sublimation.

Wait just a minute here!

So far, I’ve heard subconscious, flowing,
feminine mind, turtles, the Devil, and sublimation.

So which one is it? 

             Why, it’s all of them!

      You didn’t think this
         was going to be easy,
                            did you?

There’s a reason why more aspirants to the
spiritual path stop, or quit, at Netzach, than
at any other sphere on the Tree of Life.

The only thing that provides a saving grace is

         Devotion to the Great Work.

59



The Garden of Consciousness

FAILURE to control the cultural 
programming of your ancestors is 
to carry a paraconscious aura 

that is filled with ghosts.
 Failure to excavate the personal 

repressions of your childhood is to 
bear a psychological burden.
The result is fear - leading to anger.
The anger will try to turn you away 
from the path.

It’s a good thing that the paraconscious energy field can be seen as a 
garden, or as a path,  because they can be interpreted  by a seer in 

terms  of   the  present  situation,  past 
problems, outer initiatory  level, 

future difficulties, blind spots, 
and so forth.

At  this  level,  it  is 
possible  to  determine 
exactly  where any 
given  person  is  on 
their path.

It  must  be  noted  that 
all  of  this  information 

relates  to  the  lower  self, 
the outer man or woman.

For  information  that  relates  to 
anyone’s  actual  spiritual  status,  we 

have to go further out in distance and further up in frequency.

The only problem is, there’s a gap in the spectrum of consciousness, a 
veil between here and there. Whether it’s a  gap, a  veil, a wall,  or a 
fence, it forms a barrier between the terrestrial persona and the higher 
Self. The Qabalists call it …          .Paroketh.
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The Veil of the Inner Self

No matter how much you project and fly around on the astral plane, 
no matter how good your memory is, no matter how many hours of 

 
 

It’s more like the fact that each of us 
individual  beings  is  walking  around 

with a bell jar over our heads.

This  spherical  perimeter  of  the 
paraconscious  energy  field  is 
opaque to our lower vision.

It  obscures  (conceals)  the 
bigger  picture  of  reality  from 
our sight.
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 If a magician were to properly construct his or her outer temple, he or 
she would erect a black dome to represent Paroketh.

Or at least hang a circular black curtain around and above their square 
room.

Because,  frankly,  that’s 
what  a  person  is  up 
against  if  they  try  to 
contact their true Self.

In  the  dense  physical 
body,  this  “veil”  is  the 
diaphragm.

Essentially, it is a common, universal condition that the solar plexus is 
obstructed  from  full  communication  with  the  heart  chakra.  The 
acupoint for releasing this blockage is  Ren - 14, appropriately named 
by the ancient Chinese, the Great Gateway. 

An entire treatise, or at least a lengthy paper, can be written about this 
area of our physical vehicle, and its congestion due to the ego. 

See Appendix I.
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